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DAVID & JESSE

Our Story & Famaly



HELLO & WELCOME!

We're David and Jesse.

Thank you for spending a little
time getting to know us
and our family.

We're excited and humbled
by the opportunity to share
our hopes and dreams
about open adoption

with you.










One of our shared loves involves traveling together.
Whether it's exploring a new city in the United States or
flying off to a destination abroad, we love spending time
together in a new place. We are lucky in that we fravel af
the same speed and are happy hiking a trail, looking at

art, or eating local delicacies together.

Both of us have very fond memories of traveling with our
families as children and we hope to bring that thrill of
exploration, fun, and adventure to our child.

When not exploring new places, we love putting "sweat equity" into
our house. Jesse is happiest tearing apart an interior wall, while
David is most at home in the plants and mud of the garden - but we
both happily join each other for projects.

Home improvement and gardening hold a special place for us
because we each learned these skills from our parents growing up.
We have worked to make our home into the place we most like to

be. We look forward to teaching our children what we have
learned and sharing all our future home improvement and
gardening adventures (and the occasional blunders).










JESSE'S STORY

| was born in Minneapolis, MN and lived in the suburbs of the
Twin Cities until | graduated from high school and went to
college. | grew up in a very loving family and was raised with
a strong respect for education, hard work, and fairness. | had
a strong group of friends and a lite full of school,
extracurricular activities, athletics, and time terrarizing my
older brother.

| am still close to my parents and am very happy that they
recently decided to relocate from Minnesota to spend part of
the year in Seottle and part of the year in the Bay Area near
my brother and his family.

Some of my fondest memories are of tackling home
improvement projects with the help of my parents. My parents
were constantly working on the house while | was growing up
and | absolutely inherited that drive to do the same. | lake a lot
of pride in working to make our house the place | most want to
spend time and my parents have always been game to offer
help, guidance, and counsel when projects go awry. I'm now
better able to help them out with their own continued home
improvement efforts. It's one of the ways we show each other
love.

My professional life is a blend of working as a
clinical psychiatrist, medical educator, and a medical
administrator. | feel lucky to be able to have a job
that allows me to explore all of these interests as | am
deeply rewarded not only by working with individual
patients, but by training a future generation of
physicians and working within medical systems to
make improvements that reach further than | ever
could as a single clinician. | find my work to be very
fultilling and constantly challenging. | am never
bored and feel good about what | do and how we
work to help others.

My hopes for adoption and my future family are
much like what | have been fortunate to have in my
life thus far. | hope to have a warm, loving,
supportive home that my family feels safe in and
cared for. | hope and expect that my child, our
relationship with a birth family, and the experience
of raising a child will teach me and help me continue
lo grow into the loving and open person that | hope
to be.




FUN FACTS
ABOUT JESSE

- Works as a psychiatrist and medical
administrator at a local hospital

- loves traveling and has
visited 46 out of 50 states

- Enjoys running (especially with dogs)

- Has a passion for home improvement
[even the never-ending project)

Enjoys carpentry and has made furniture
for many friends

- LOVES bananas and peanut bulter

"Jesse is loving, thoughtful, silly, and patient. He always puts in the
hard work and dedication to provide for our family. | know he is

going to bring the same love, thoughtfulness, silliness, and patience to
welcoming our child and their birth parents into our lives." - David

OUR HOME

We live in Seattle in a beautiful craltsman house. We bought our home
as a fixer-upper in 2012 and immediately rolled up our sleeves to
tackle a series of remodeling projects. Luckily, Jesse grew up in a
family that loves home improvement, so he knew how to tile a
bathroom, install new flooring, build shelves, and paint everything
[including occasionally the dog.

We're so happy with the finished product and can't wait to raise kids
in our homel



OUR
NEIGHBORHOOD

Our neighborhood in Seattle is filled with
families, dogs, and the occasional chicken
coop. We love walking to nearby parks with
playgrounds, tennis courts, and weekend
soccer games, enjoying goodies from coffee
shops and bakeries, and unwinding at our
tavorite local restaurants,

The neighborhood has good scheools and a
library, as well as easy access to downtown
Seattle, Green Lake, the Woodland Park Zoo,
and many other great destinations.







David ond his dad are adventurous pie bakers
for Thanksgiving. We love pumpkin and pecan,
but always enjoy trying a couple new pies tool
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Birthdays are a chance to
celebrate a litfle extra. Jesse
has planned surprise
vacations, and David has
organized scavenger hunts
and trivia. We recently
celebrated Jesse's birthday
with a Garden Party theme
transitioning into a Grunge
theme.

Halloween is always fun and silly - this is us with "glitter
beards." We've also been known to deliver surprise
decorated pumpkins after dark!
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We also love spending time with family and friends
outside of holidays. We're lucky to have great friends -
both new and old - who enrich our lives with laughter,
supports, and adventures.

We enjoy gathering for backyard BBQs, board game
nights, hikes on PNW trails, favorite TV shows, new
Marvel superhero movies, and happy hour at our favorite

neighborhood bar.



DREAMS FOR OUR CHILD

Our dreams for our child are much like the dreams children themselves have:
oplimistic, endless, and hull of joy.

We both benefited so much from families that supported us as we developed into ourselves and explored
new interests and challenges, even when we were nervous or uncerfoin about our next steps in life. We
want to offer that same encouragement for our child as they navigate the good and bad fimes alike.

We hope to raise our child to know love and affection, to respect hard work and effort, and to revel in

all the joy and fun of life. We want our child to explore life, to express their creativity,
and to delight in new things.

We want our child to know, w and love their birth parents and birth family. We hope open
adoption will welcome their birth family into our home and their life, and that they will forge their own
special bonds with their birth family. We know their path s an adoptee may come with questions and
experiences that are different from our own, but we're committed to showing up for them with honesty,

humility, and a shared understanding that we're all learning together.

We will make sure that they feel safe and loved in our home so that they grow into whatever
extraordinary person they're meant fo become, while knowing we are always here for every part of their
journey. We know that journey will include not only highlights and laughter, but also disappointments,
anger, and sodness of times. We they will confront those days with the understanding that this is o
normal part of life and that they are never alone and can always reach out to us and others for help,

We hope fo show our child so many different things, big and small, from fravel, to reading, to sports, to
creativity - it's hard lo express them alll Mostly we plan to ensure that our child is loved along the way.
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