


l-:rif
k
%
:l: g
Kl
[—_‘_.: i
S

Hi! We're Adam and Maureen.
Thank you for taking the time to learn about us.
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JANBYANY

Occupation: Dual Language Teacher

Interests & Hobbies: Reading, music, arts
& crafts, cooking, bowling, travel, word
games, long drives, and trivia (anything
from Jeopardy to Family Feud)

About Me: I am equal parts silly and
serious: | enjoy long, philosophical
conversations, but get just as much a kick
out of making people laugh. My closest
relationships are with people who are
caring and supportive, but who also push
me to take new risks or think about
things from a different perspective. It is
also important for me to be a good
listener and someone people can confide
in and trust, especially the students I
work with.

Other:

- Fluent in Spanish

- Hiked the Grand Canyon

- Lived on a kibbutz in Israel

- Collect fortune cookie fortunes

GROWING UP

1 grew up in Southern California with my
parents and younger brother Daniel. None
of my aunts and uncles had kids of their
own, so Daniel and I spent a lot of time
hanging out together as well as watching .
games and playing cards or sports with the -
adults, :
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My summer highlights included sports camps and visits to my aunts and uncles
in Northern California. I also had a yearly 1-2 week visit with my best friend, Brian
-~ first, at his grandparents’ beach condo in San Clemente, CA, and then in his
hometown of Santa Fe, NM.

My dad died when I was eleven, but I was lucky to have the support of my mom,
brother, and extended family. In the summers right after my dad's passing, my
mom, brother, and I went on cross-country road trips that included visiting
everywhere from Mt. Rushmore to the Mall of America (just as importantly, I set
out on a quest to find the perfect cinnamon roll). My uncle Don and cousin Sol
also stepped in as important male figures, taking me camping, going to games,
introducing me to new music, and giving important life advice.




Sports play a big role in my family. My favorite has
always been basketball, but I also like watching
NFL games with Maureen and baseball with my
mom and uncle. [ played Little League baseball
until middle school, and basketball almost every
day until high school.

Watching sports with my family was always a
raucous event, complete with superstitious ‘curses’
on the opposing team, screams of celebration, and
cries of indignation at the refs. | am still a Lakers
fan, and am an assistant basketball coach at my
school.

In high school, I started getting
more interested in music, and

learned to play guitar and bass. My
guitar, which I still play a little, was
bought about 50 years ago by my
grandfather as a gift for my dad
Like Maureen, I want music to be a
big part of our child’s life.

From as young as I can remember, [ was taught the importance of being informed,
thoughtful, and passionate about global issues, while at the same time respecting
and listening te others’ opinions with an cpen mind.

These values are closely connected to my Jewish identity. I am not particularly
religious, but I do see working towards a fairer and more peaceful world as part of my
heritage and responsibility.

At the same time, everyone in my family has a great sense of humor. This keeps our
conversations animated and unpredictable, and often sends us into fits of

uncontrollable laughter.




After college, I worked for two years in a nonprofit, and
then a few more at a Smithsonian Institution museum in
Washington, D.C,, before starting my teaching career at a
dual immersion international school in Costa Rica in
2013,

As a teacher, | have worked with students ages 8-18 from
a wide range of backgrounds. Since 2018, | have taught
5th graders in English and Spanish as part of a public
school dual language immersion program.

One of my favorite parts about my work is that it allows
me to help students build self-confidence and pride in
their personal abilities, cultures, and experiences, while
at the same time learn from those who are different.

I also keep a large collection of my students' art and
doodles, including this recent portrait.

ADAM'"S FAMILY
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Left to right: Brother -in-law Stefano, my brother Daniel, Omi {RIP), mom Susan, me,
Maureen, Auntie Jaine, Uncle Don, Aunt Jennifer

Left to right: Gmndma Cathy, Grandpa Stan, me, Maureen, Aunt Barbara Uncie Mllﬂ
Grandma Selma
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DREAMS FOR OUR CHI_LD

We will do everything we can to raise a child who knows at their core that our love and

support are unconditional. We will provide a home filled with love, laughter, and caring,
meaningful relationships with family and friends.

We also know that a child needs as many learning opportunities as possible, as well as
the activities that reinforce that learning: reading together on the couch, playing
games, travel, art, museums, music, sports, exploring nature, and more. Helping our
child grow also means nurturing their passions and helping them develop the self-

awareness and confidence to discover and pursue the things that matter most to them.

We envision our child maturing into someone who is proud of who they are, is curious
about the world, is accepting, and who understands the importance of being there for

others and letting others be there for them.

We are excited for every stage of this journey, from first words and first steps all the way

through the transitions, challenges, and celebrations of adolescence and adulthood.

WHY OPEN ADOPTION

R 1 For us, open adoption is essential to making sure

our child has access to the traditions, culture,
stories, and personalities that give each of us a more
complete sense of ourselves and our place in the

world.

It is our deepest hope that birth families know that
their child will be loved and cared for, and that our

bonds will be rooted in trust, respect, honesty, and

placing our child's well-being above everything else.

We envision a relationship in which every member of our child's family is able to

be present and involved not only in the early years, but in the decades to come.
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