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Hellol

We're Kathryn (in the hat)
and Kate. Thank you for
taking the time to look
through our book and
learn about us. Hopefully
the following pages will let
you peek into our lives
and the dreams we have
for our family



We're a strange pair..

The chances of us meeting were
pretty slim. From two different
countries and completely different
career paths. we were never going to
just run into each other. So we met
over the internet in 2007 and each
found someone unexpected. Our
solid bond and the playfulness we
share is at the core of who we are

for each other

Neither of us can resist a good project
Kate wos remodeling a 1930s house
outside London when Kathryn moved in
and we haven't really stopped since
then! We're now living in our third
renovated house. Besides hands-on
construction. we enjoy cooking and
gardening together. In the evenings, we
relax by cuddling up to watch a show or
by playing o board game from our
quirky collection, such os Haggis or
Mille Bornes

Anyone visiting our house immediately notices that we
reclly (really!} like books and music Kate reads o ton of
sci-fi, speculative fiction, and detective novels. Kathryn is
drawn to historical fiction. memoirs. and poetry. Solo.
Kathryn mainly listens to folk and musical theater. but has
enjoyed exploring the many. many genres Kate's shared
with herl

When we get the chance, we relish exploring new places and old. favorite
haunts. Living together in Europe for nine years, we car-camped around
different countries, hunting for His?cr}.r and delicious food and drink. Some
of our favorite places were Paris (where we had an amazing Lebanese
dinner), Bergen (fabulous coffee and we loved the 9th century Viking ship)
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About Kathryn

| was born in the Midwest. but my
family moved to Washington State
when | was four years old so |
consider myself a Pacific
Northwesterner. | grew up with
my little sister Ashleigh
surrounded by our parents’
extended network of educator
friend-colleagues. | really value
that | was always encouraged to
learn more about what | found
fascinating. | continue to be a
curious person tfo this dayl

p<|-.|rw__-| for rmy ballet closs

At Disneyland with my sister

F.:l‘h:‘u 5:'.::':::"\-3 wees n Flonds wth Mom

| work as a program manager at o
local community college, supporting
professional-technical courses. Outside
of work. the natural world and working
with my hands ground me. When | was
o kid. some of my very faverite
activities were building forts and
climbing tall trees. Now | love making
art and going for rambling. nowhere-
in-particular walks.

| wouldn't call myself shy. but |
definitely prefer chatting with someone
one-on-one about something we're

Meeting goats with my porents

both genuinely interested in to crowded
loud social occasions. | think my friends
and co-workers would describe me as
thoughtful. honest. and calm (if they
could only see the busyness in my
head!) | like to think aheoad. understand
the "why". and see the beauty in the
everyday

For fun. | enjoy reading. watching
historical dramas (Downton Abbey is
definitely a quilty pleasure). and
cuddling with Kate. Knitting and logic

Puzzlﬁ-s are preﬂ}r graut too!
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Tidbits

Artichokes are cne of iy all-time faverite foods. And now | know they're
re:::"*_,.-' easy to grnwr

| vuhmteered na Rumu CDI‘I‘II‘r‘lLJI‘iil‘:,I' center in annnu;: !-::ur two months as

part DF my grndu::ﬂe degree

| adore Brandi Carlile's music and have been listening to her since a friend
gave me a bootleg CD in college

Dccns:onuﬂy | find m}r:;E” saying 'Doﬁu" under iy breath fusuu”y when With Mem m Windsor, UK Bt a folk ife museum m Meewsy  ~ Haon aregang aut with our friends’ daughter after Bristal Prude

somaething feels like a bit much), even though | haven't lived in the Midwest )
On the beach in Comwall Plarting OSOrQQUS N Our Quenoen |.r||r_-:,-r--.| o agon on Vancouver lsland
for over 36 years : '

As a s:x-}renruﬂld. | mounted a 5chc:u|yc|rd prc:'re'sl because everyone fhoughf

| was five

Kate says, "Kathryn is an amazing
inspiration. She is ereative and
artistic, insightful and incredibly
loving, She takes the time to really
understand challenges, and brings
her compassion and thoughtful
approach to every part of life. She
cares 80 deeply for all those around
her, and is supportive beyond words




| was born just north of London

About Kate

England. in o small town. My

it Nith my grondmother in Sn Lonka
porents hod moved there from — 3 s i, e
London partly for work. and partly
becouse the town waos a better

place to raise a family, They'd

moved there with my older sister a
few years before | was born

Growing up my family spent many
of our holidays in the Lake District

hihng in the mountains there, As a

Workng ot an event af the Partlard Interratonal Rocowoy

child | was always pretty grumpy
about being cut on the mountains

but these days | can't resist them| I've been very excited about Martha Wells'

most recent series. each of which 've
devoured as soon as | con lay my hands on
them

While I'm often quiet while | get to know
people. my friends will tell you that I'm
Gﬁ}’lh?ﬂg but quiet when you know me, which
probably explains why I've recently taken up
singing.. Maybe it also explains how | ended
up being an ER nurse and a YouTube
presenter. | hove the science and
technology beat on a clean transporfation
channel run by my best friend!

Litthe med

My family always encouraged curiosity
and interest in the world. along with a love
of reading and music. | still love listening to
music (and sometimes choose to relive
being woken early by my mother's Abba
albums). and still love reading

Fising my motorbhe
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Tidbits

| bought my first car when | was about 13 years old after the
owner found me lying under it_. | still have il

My porents always said you should repair things rather than
reploce them. Lost year | bought and repaired what's now our
record ployer

| started maoking videos with a friend in the early 2000s. and
once made a pilot episode for a TV show

In 2013 | storted writing a novel for National Novel Writing
Monith - this year | finally finished the first drafil

| love old computers. and have a small collection of vintage
machines. My most prized one is the processer my dad
designed.

Kathryn sayvs, "Kate is absolutely
fascinated by the world. She is
curious ([particularly about
technology), hilarious, and deeply
loval. The daughter of a nurse and a
computer designer, she 18 through
and through her parents' child,
combining heartfelt care for others
with a real passion for understanding
how things work.,

With my o

hither for her B0th Birthday:

.J'-l 6 pongert ot the Butchart
Gardens in BC. Canoda:
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Our Wedding

We celebrated our marriage in 2008 in the Lake District
where Kate's family spent holidays and where we first
traveled together as a couple. Friends and family joined
us at an old lakeside hotel from all over the world. On the
doy of the wedding. we were blessed by forrents of rain
(some even dripped on Kathryn during the ceremony). We
tock it as a good sign! Afterwards. we danced the night
away at a nearby pub
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Kathryn's mom and dad diverced when she was sixteen, Both
married again, each to a wonderful woman. They all still live
nearby and we meet up at least once a month with each of
them. One of our favarite ways to hc:ng cut is to grcﬂ: some
coffee. go for a long walk. and talk about everything under the
sun. Kathryn's sister now lives in Texas with a small
menagerie!
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Kathryn's Family

Kate's Family

Kate's famuly still live in England. ond we try and head over roughly every two
years to see them. although Kate made o special trip over to celebrate her
mum's 80th birthday in 2023 Kate's dad unfortunately passed away in 2005
When we head over we Iry and visit both Kote's mum and her sister (who
hates photos. and no doubt also hates this onel). along with Kate's (now grown)
nephews. Wherever we stay. we know we'll get great food because her entire
tamily loves cooking!



Our Home
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v walls,

We bougl

rental that

Mow we have a
comfortable, cozy
space that's a
pleasure to come
home to each day
It's been fun to put
our own touch on
the place - we
particularly like the

interesting angles
of :?.L_JI‘.hg|"|T

and the open

kitchen
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Our Neighborhood

We love our neighborhood - it's not far from our

Garden
&
Chooks

city's historic downtown and port, Almost every duy
we go for a wandering walk. We have plenty of
choices for walking reutes. including a large wooded
park. streets with views of the bay. and tours of the
many little free libraries our neighbors have set up
We enjoy chaﬂing with our nearest neighbgrﬁ and
visiting the bakery just the down the street. where
they still sell the dinosaur cookies Kathryn adored as

a kd!

We were both raised by avid gardeners
so perhaps it's ne surprise that before we
even finished this house. we started
planting things in the backyard! It's the
biggest one we've had and we've
crammed every inch. Helping us along is
our small, but very entertaining, flock of
chooks (chickens). They're always ready to
do a little weeding and plenty of eating
especially if it's a vegetable we're planning
fo cook!




Kate ard a lacal frend stripping aff the
roof of owr house

Two of our closest friends and their lids when we ofl werit to
Biristel Pride

Friends

Our circle of friends is small
but mighty! These are folks
we've known for years. We
show up for each other
whether it's building work
celebrating a milestone. or
just being there to listen
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sharing o pic of her youngest with Us.
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Kathryn and one of her oldest fnends

inspired by the musical CATS.

We love to cook. particularly with fruits and vegetables we
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make dinner from scratch most nights and always put
together something special (waffles, pancakes, muffins, etc.)
on Sunday mornings



Favorite
Traditions

We bring a small live
tree into the house for
Christmas each year
and top it with a robin
Kathryn made. Kate's
family has always put
a robin on their
holiday treel Kathryn
and her mom
celebrate Solstice by
exchanging candles
every year

Every couple of years
we fly to Cornwall in
England to wisit Kate's
MU STc:ylrrg over
there wouldn't be
complete without fish
and chips. plenty of
tea. and a wvisit to the

beach (rain or shinel)

One of our favorite vacation activities is wﬂ|king
especially up hills and mountains. If ot all possible. the
rule is to figure out how to get back a different way
than we walked out. This was Kate's dad's rule and we
stick to itl

When the weather is af ils
greyest in FEbrucry we get
overexcited about the
possibilities of spring and order
far too many types of heritage
seeds. Kaote haotes to thin
seedlings - we end up with A
LOT of little green starts to
plant cut

We both love the ocean and the beach. Whether it's
sand or rock. the Atlantic or the Pacific. we both have
big silly grins on our faces when we have a chance to
visit the wind and the waves
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It's always teatimel We wrap
up each day with o hot
(herbal) cuppo. Kate's
choice is rosehip and
Kathryn's been drinking
Sleepytime since she was @
kid On Sunday mornings we
share a loose leaf black tea
brewed in a teapot we
received as a wedding gift



Dreams for

Qur Child

&
Open Adoption

Aspirations

We're dedicated to creating a home and a family in which our
child is not only deeply loved. but alse knows threugh and through
that they can be their whole. true self. We both believe that it's
easier to be yourself if there are plenty of opportunities for
curious exploration, fun, and self-expression. With our many
inferests and joint sense of humor. we know that we can share
these opportunities with our child. As our child figures out the
world. we also want to provide a safe harbor for them to return te
whenever they want.

Everyone is a wonderful mash-up of the people they come from
and the people who surround them every day. While we know our
child will have challenges (like everyone does). they will also
benefit from the strengths they carry from both their birth family
and from everyone who helps to raise them. We hope that our
relationship with our child's family of origin will be one in which
everyone can be honest. open. and caring. We also want to
ground our relationship. and the ways that we navigate the ups
and downs of communication, in our shared love for our child. We
hope that we can all develop trust as well as the ability to
communicate needs clearly and with compassion.

We're excited to be there as our child grows into themselves and
finds their place in their full family tree - a tree that includes their
family of origin, us, and the people they choose.
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