


Hello! We are Allison,
Nick, and June.
Thank you for taking
the time to learn
more about our
family.




We've got lots of family
close by

Our dog is named
Matilda but also
responds to Billy

"What are you going to do with your one
wild and precious life2" This Mary Oliver
quote is a question we ponder a lot to keep
us present, curious, and appreciative
through the ups and downs of life.

We live in Portland,
Oregon. Allison is a nurse
and Nick works remotely

from our home. June is a spunky 2.5
year old

We embroce the messy
side of life



We have been together for over o decode, and our 10th
wedding anniversary is coming up in Jonuary 2024. We
reflect ofen on how lucky we are 1o hove found each
other, ond how choosing to make a life together wos the
best decision each of us ever made. We met in Seattle in
lote 2010, where we hoppened to be working in the
same office building. Allison, naturally a bit of an
introvert, instantly fell ot ease with Nick and like she
could be her true sell, and she had a feeling he was the
one very sarly on. He has a very open, welcoming way
oboul him tho! inspires a lot of rust and confidence. Nick
was first drawn 1o Allison by her warm smile and sosy-
going curiosity, and knew the relationship was special as
he observed how she operated in the world—kind,
interested, sager to learn new things and never hesitating
1o dive in heod first to new hobbies ond odventures.

Since Nick was applying for grad school ot that fime, we
would often just spend time in each other's company, with
Allison reading novels on the couch while he worked.
Over twelve years laler, our relakionship is still a lot like
that: we have our own interests, bul we just like to be
around each other! Both of us love learning, and we like
o hype up soch other's interests. It's fun jo see eoch other
get excited about new things.

It was o litle scory when we decided 1o move 1o Californio together after just over a year of dofing, but we ‘
right. We got married in 2014 afier o brief engogement that we shoriened o ensure that Nick's mom, who was sick
cancer, could attend and fully enjoy our wedding. We were married in a redwoaod grove, surrounded by loved ones,
sunny day in January. And Nick's mom smiled, and even danced, with a buoyant energy that our friends and family still
talk obout.

In the years after cur marrioge, we gave ourselves a lot of time 1o travel, finish our schooling, grow through some of the
oches ond pains of becoming odults, and build up a nest egg before we decided to stort o family

Mow, alter so many years logether, we know and love soch other's
quirks ond habits—Mick thinks Allison loods the dishwasher wrong
ond Allison laughs of the way Nick chops vegetables—and we're
constantly graleful lor how our relationship has continued to mature
and grow. Life was good before becoming parents, but it is richer
now in a woy we could never have imogined. We have hully
embroced our new identities os porents, ond woni o spend the res
of our lives cultivating o magical and meaninghul childhood for our
children. At our marriage ceremony, we both ended our vows with o
line that was some mix of beliet and hope: *I don't know how |
could love you any more, but | know | will* In the nine years since,
it's boen our mos! constant ruth. Wae show up tor soch other, we
give each other space to change ond grow os people, and we soch
cherish and respect the wisdom of the other




Fun Facts About
Allison
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Meet Allison

Allison is a registered nurse, and she
has lots of hobbies. She's into sewing,
thrifting, art projects, historical tv
shows, reading fantasy and romance,
gardening and being in nature, and
of course, playing with June. Good
luck geting her to move quickly on @
stroll-she stops and looks ot
everything up closel

Studied abroad in Tokyo, Japan for 1 year in college.

Has been known to sew herself an entire outfit out of a
thrifted duvet cover, a la Sound of Music.

Climbed Mt, Fuji in jeans and sneakers-not
recommended|

Loves to watch historical costume dramas ond dress up.
Has traveled all over the world, including the
Phillippines, Taiwan, Korea, Japan, Thailand, Mexico,
Costa Rica, and all over Europe

Worked as o barista throughout college.

Majored in history in college, then worked in
marketing, then followed in her moem's foolsteps and

became a nurse. It took her a while to Higure things outl

Used to have an analog photography blog and sill
uses her old film camera for fun.

Allison is a cancer survivorl She used to have stick-
straight hair, but it turned curly after chemo




Allison's Story e T ey
"_mﬂmﬂmm-umhm ngs.

One thing Allison has always been aware of, through her family's
ﬂ*‘ﬂ and her work as @ nurse, is thot everyone goes

d and that sometimes you just have 1o find o new
Allison grew up in o hoppy, suburban household with her parents o 'M‘l mom hod o stoke
younger brother, ond o few beloved pets. Her mom sioyed home wi e el walking with @ limp and cramping in her #'H Her
her and her brother until they were in elementary school, ond then | . ‘ﬂﬂm with o ﬂw hoart defect when he wai 13
gmdua”y worked up to getting her nursing degree when Allison wasjn | bmw heart surgery. Aber that, he midn‘lpby
higi'l school, which wos very motivating ond inspiring. Her grondpardnis) w and had 1o channel his anergy i
lived close by and provided most of their childcare, and the family spant Lol m when
a lo! of summer vacations going on rood irips and comping on the Ireatm
Oregon Coast. Allison unr_‘liglme family are shll very close :Ed see ooch : h‘hm‘ﬂ have more v vy Sarat] Fomi
other weekly. Her porents and brother ore really helplul with babysitting “'hm be hard and Cin Gur Secre
June, 100 Resiliency means finding E

Allison studied history in college, but eventually lollowed her mom's
lootsteps and went bock 1o school 1o be o nurse. She likes having o job
where she gets to meet oll different kinds of people, but gets o leave
her work of work, She can be sociol, but is definitely more of an
introver in that she neads time 16 herwell 1o recharge Ihmgg. that Hil up
her cup are going lor solo walks while lissening to on oudiobook,
gefting cough! up in leoring o new sewing poflern, or doing some kind
of simple art project. She has o tew close friends she spends time with
regularly. They love 1o browse antique malls, talk about their latest
reads, and go for hikes together. However, shes just as likely to call her
mom lo hang out as she is her best friend
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Meet Nick

Nick works from home for a
private foundation. In his spare
time, he's into baseball, jazz,
cooking new recipes,
volunteering as a board
member at a local nonprofit
for homeless families, and
keeping up with what's
new in the film and TV world.

Fun Facts out Nick

First job was at a summer cam

working as an aide for kids with

disabilities. He came back for four
straight summers!

Trekked to see silverback gorillas
while living in Rwanda.

Spent two summers working a
clothing retail job in Times Square,

NYC, He really knows how to fold a - !

shirt!

Attended a professional baseball
game in five different countries.

Has completed three triathlons and
the New York City Marathon.

Loves to watch Jeopardy! (tried out as
a teen, and still hopes to make it onto
the show someday)



Nick's Story

MNick grew up in sunny San Diego, California, where he was the younges! i
boys-two half brothers (19 and 17 years clder), and a full brother, Matthew, four
years older and living with @ variety ol severe disabilifies. He went 1o his
neighborhood schools, ployed sports (with his dod as his baseball coach for a
tew years), and mode many lifelong friends (he's very proud to be in regular
contact with six or seven friends he's known since age five or younger)

The weather ond outdoor culture of San Diego enabled the type of childhood that
Mick hopes to provide for June and any other child he and Allison bring into their
family, 's where he found a love for the water and the beach, skateboarding,
being outside, and generally being octive [he still surls of the Oregon Coast aboul
onhce a month, even in the winter|]. And becouse his porents hoad various physical
limirations, much of that activity was enobled by other lomilies. He is lorever
grateful for the friends and family who took him camping, skiing, to the beach,

and bike riding, and aspires 1o be that kind of paren! a3 June grows up, alwoays
inviting friends along 1o play at the park or take o day trip to the Oregon Coasl,
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Sometimes it's hard to even
remember life before Junel

She was a relatively easy baby,
sleeping well and rarely gefting

overly fussy. We like to think she had, 1.

some intuition for what her mom was
going through in those early months
and decided to do her part to make

il aasier on us,

She has grown into an energetic,
extra-olkative, assertive 2-year-old.
She's curious, active, and silly. She
has already developed on
appreciation, courlesy of her mom,
for catching special details—new
Howers, ditferent cars, bright moss

on treas—on walks around the
neighborhood.

Y

Wheels on the Bus is still her favorite song, and
few things are more exciting than seeing an
actual bus rolling down the sireet. She loves to
jump on the bed, fold laundry, cook us food in
her play kitchen, and make art with Play-Doh
and crayons.

We think it will be an adjustment for her to
become a big sister, but one she'll embrace with
the same can-do attitude she brings to
everything. She is a social butterfly who loves 1o
meet other kids and watch and play with them.




Allison's grandparents were
her and her brother's
primary bf_ﬁ_‘:-ytaitirfffﬂ growing
up, and her parents have
taken on that same role
|Dvir‘|g|}f They are iru‘_‘r:;?(_lil_';!y
SUp[Jf_)IT'Wf_-‘ to us and love
their new role as

(_J QN lﬁ_'! i_}lf irenis

ﬂ?ﬂ%‘.ﬁdﬁm g thhm,'"”dﬁ_?f:w““. i) Michelle and Kelsey have been
back 1o school when Allison and sleady-always work Allison's best friends for many
was in high school to become o behind the scenes fo take care ears now and feel like part o
nurse. in L'I‘ﬂl‘d'H)‘ kind cf.n-]-hm? When ﬂ[m was Y ; p
and thoughtful, and also really litfle, he would dress up as the Fumnly.
fun and lighthearted. She is one Santa and take them fo local
of thase paople you just feel memory care facilifies to hand
worm being around. out presents 1o residents.




Nick's Family

Grandma Terri; Nicks mom Terri
possed away in April 2015. She was
o book lover, o fierce odvocate for
people in need, a champion for the
importance of aducation, and a lop-
‘nolch Scrabble player. We talk about

. her and her values all the time,

Giandpa Ron: Mick's dad Ron lives
oboul 15 minutes away in an assisted
living home. He gave Nick his love of

baseball, jozz, and reading, and despite

being a man of few words, always said |
love you, We visil him often, and June
loves ta bring him donuts and colfee

Uncle Matthew: Nick's brother has
lived in supported living in Hunlinglon
Beoch, CA lor over 30 years. We visit

him twice o yeor. We have o piciure of
him on the countertop where June eols
her breaklast each moring, 3o we
often take a moment to say hi to Uncle
Mot and talk about what he might be

doing that day.

AN
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Where we live and play

Our home is in a quiet neighborhood in
SE Portland full of other young families.
We live right next to a bike street and like
to ride our bikes together, pulling June in
the bike trailer. During the summer we bike
to the park after dinner where June plays
on the swings for a while before we head
home to get ready for bed. We have
become friends with many of our
neighbors who have young children, and
it's fun to envision the kids running around
the neighborhood together as they get

older,

We recently transformed our front yard into a flower and
vegetable garden, where June loves to check the strawberries
and help Allison stay on top of the watering.

Our area is really green, and Allison insists that it makes up
for Portland's rain and clouds. Even in the heart of winter, you
can walk to Mt. Tabor and breathe in the fresh air of the
forests to clear some of those seasonal blues. It's nice fo live
somewhere with beautiful nature that is just a short drive to
more urban areas. It's also easy to get to both the beach and
the mountains!

June goes to a wonderful preschool in our
neighborhood that she loves and that gets
her outside in nature every day, rain or

shine. She always comes home messy and

happy.




We like to participate in major holidays in a secular way, like dressing up for Halloween and trick-
ortreating, searching for Easter eggs, and opening presents under the Christmas tree, We spend
Christmas with Allison's parents and always do presents and stockings in the morning, then have

prime rib, mashed potatoes, and yorkshire pudding for dinner—a beloved meal among Allison's Irish
family. Last year we spent Thanksgiving with Nick's extended family (including a special cousin,

Addie, who is just two weeks apart from June) in Austin, Texas. We hope to make that a tradition.

Some non-haliday related rituals we have include Nick and June's Saturday morning outings fo the
bagel shop, Friday night family dinners with our best friends who live a few minutes away, annual
trips to Southern California to visit Nick's brother Matthew, and "wonder walks" around the
neighborhood.
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Dreams for
our children

Sy,

We hope fo raise our children to be kin
and engaged with their community and th
large. We plan to speak about [and model) our value
regularly—thoughttulness, humility, hard work,
acceptance, empathy, and inclusion. We want them to
know they can be who they are and that we will love
them no matter what, and we want them to be confident
they can make a positive impact on the world and be
resilient fo life's inevitable challenges.

open minded,

We hope fo travel with them so that they can see and
learn from the different ways people live across the
United States and around the world. We plan to
encourage their education and help them explore their
interests—whether through dance classes, art projects,
sports, or dungeons and dragons games! We also want
to give them plenty of time and space to just be kids, not
overbooking or planning every spare minute of their time.
When we think back on our own childhoods, some of the
moments that stick out the most are the ones when we
were just playing imaginatively in our own backyards.



Open Adoption
Aspirations

One thing that is already so clear in parenting June is that
we are supporting characters in her story. We hope for an
open adoption relationship built on this understanding: that
our children are the central figures in our extended family,
and we all do whatever we can to support their identity
formation and growth, in a way that feels safe and
comfortable for everyone involved. We recognize that the
relationships between us, our adopted child, and their birth
parents may bend and change over time, but we will strive
to honor the birth parent relationship over the course of our
child's life. We hope to find a good rhythm when it comes
to communication, but beyond that, to tell your stories, carry
on your family and cultural traditions, and celebrate all the
aspects of you and your family that shine in our child.
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