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Hi there, we are David and John. On our second date, we talked openly about wanting
o meet someone and start a family one day. That conversation continued while we
dated and now, as hustbands, we are ready to adopt a child.

We are happiest when we're able 1o be creative. Whether it's projects in our home,
new fradifions in our neighborhood, or our annual holiday card, we love to build and
grow,

We hope you enjoy learning more about us and the life we've made together in
Seattle.
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Qur story began in 2017 at a tea shop in Los Angeles. We connected over similar
upbringings in sleepy suburban communities and laughed readily as we swapped
stories about our jobs, families and daily lives. Our fondness for one another grew over
fime as we explored the city and met each other's friends. Just a couple of months
intfo dating, things goft serious when David offered to join John on a one-day roadtrip
to San Froncisco and back. Fourteen hours on the road meant many important
conversations that flowed naturally into comforfable silences. The simple edse we
discovered in John's truck has carried us through the ups and downs of our
relationship: travel and adventure, death and loss, job changes and home
renovations, and our move to Seattle.

Our Relationship

David loves John's silly sense of humor, his warmth and
compassion, his curiosity, his openness to new experiences, and
his generosity.

John loves David's fun nature, his genius mind, his loyalty to
friends and family, and his ability to move mountains for those
he cares about.



We love traveling and have enjoyed trips to
the backwoods of Northern Cadlifornia,
sailing in Seattle, weekend getaways on
Lake Michigan and family get-togethers in
the Cotswolds.

John's parents and three brothers and their
families live in Seattle, We spend many
weekends enjoying meals together and

playing games outdoors.
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Sailing trip for John's dad's birthday
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the pandemic. An unsafe fime for
farmily to travel. we decided to getf
rmarmried in May of 2020 in our front
yard with David's mom, John's old
boss and our good friend Micah

MNew Years af

John loved riding his Stevens Poss

motarcycle. David didn't
like how dangerous it was,
Johin finally agreed to sell it
if Denvicd would go for one
ricde an the bike. This s the
only phota from that ride,
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All About David

Occupation: Professional
fundraiser for nonprofits, Currently
raising money for a conservation
organization focused on ensuring
that all Americans have access fo
the outdoors.

Interests: Being physically active
(tennis, beach volleyball, running,
pickleball); games/puzzles/trivia;
hiking/long walks throughout
Seattle; pop culture (TV, movies);
participating in neighborhood
events.

Fun Facts About David

- | once competed on Jeopardy!

- | lived in London for a year after college
- I've lived in @ different cities

More Fun...
- Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday

- | don't know how to drive a manual
fransmission car

- | loved the Olive Garden so much in college
that | flew to Italy to visit their "culinary institute”



Matemal grandparants

David's Story

| grenw up in Marin County, Californio as the eldest of three children. iy
sister, Lauren, is the middle child and my brother, Kyle is the youngest.
My mother is third-generation Japanese and my father was a Jewish
man of Austrian descent who grew up in New York City, My parents
were very social and had a large friend group, so every weskend we
would have various birfhday parties, playdates, and outings to attend. |
was lucky to grow up in a place like Marin which was very safe for

children and filled with parks and large, wooded, hilly landscapes so we.

spent lots of time in the outdoors, free to explore and enjoy nature.
When | was in middle school, my parents separated and eventually
divorced. My siblings and | found comfort and sclace in being together
and with friends outdoors when things were difficult at home,

| was an avid reader and a very curious child. My parents used 1o limit
the number of guestions | was allowed to ask each day so I'd stop
bugging them. | enjoyed school and graduated with a degree in
FPsychology with an emphasis in Child Psychology.

After college. | moved to London where | worked as a research analyst
at a magazine. | had always wanted to live abroad and enjoyed
figuring out how to start a life in a foreign place. | eventually moved o
the Midwest where | fell into a career in nonprofit fundraising and
earned an MBA. | think my work in fundraising for conservation and the
outdoors draws on my infterests and my coursework in school. I'm
fascinated by people and how they work/think and | enjoy seesing the
impact we make on communities across the country each day.

A favorite memaory is when my siblings, dad,
and | celebrated Thanksgiving in Hawaii in
2017. We had drifted apart a bit as we were
living in different states at the time. We
decided to go zip-lining through the rainforest
as a bonding adventure. It was as if no fime
had passed. We were immediately teasing
eqach other in between competing fo see who
could finish the lined courses the fastest. And
we also were able to talk about many other
things, some serious, throughout the
experience. We ended the day at a small
noodle restaurant overlocking the Pacific,
enjoying a meal and vowing to make
Thanksgiving our annual sibling tradition.

Parents at
graduation




My outlock in life s informed by
my parents. From my mon, |
developed a love for travel and
an inferest in other peopls. From
my dad, [ learned the
importance of lifelong learning
and 1o persist in seeking oul the
bast in others,
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One of my father's greatest lessons
that he shared with us was 1o
invest in our relationships with our
sibiings

When he died in 2019, that lesson
was put fo the test. The three of us
supported each other as we
battied creditors, Insurance
companies and a hostile real
estate markat. This was the
toughest thing I've ever
axperienced and I'm grateful that
wea weare able o emearge stronger
becouse of it



All About John

Occupation: Administrator
(division head) for an
independent schoaol, I've
worked in schools in
Washington and California as a
teacher, counselor, assistant
principal and principal.

Inferests; Gardening, baking,
painting, biking, anything
science fiction related, hiking,
camping and backyard
movies!

Fun Facts About John:

- | was born in Texas but moved to Seattle when |
was four and grew up in the house my mom grew
up in.

- I'm bilingual (Spanish)

- My first car was an old beetle that had no engine.
Since then I've fixed up 2 more old beetles.
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(Fun Facts, continued)

- | once biked from the Canadian border to the

Mexican border, most of it with a friend who

didn't know how to ride a bike so we rode a (2-

person) tandem bicycle.

- | tell terrible dad jokes and | won a dad-joke
showdown at the school | work for.



John's Story

| was born in Daollas, Texas fo o Mexican American father and a Norwegian American
mather, I'm the second bom of four xoys In my family, My older brother Clsco has
acbwarys locked out for me. and |in tum hove always looked out for my younger brothars
Andy and Richie, When | was four years old my fomily moved from Dallas where my
Mexican grandparents lived, as weall as aunts, uncles, and many cousing, We moved o
Seattle wheare my mother's side of the family lived. My parents are hard working, and
have always besn very loving fowards us, As a family we've always weathered
challenges together and have remained close throughout the years, My parents Mo and my

celebrate their S0th wedding anniversary this year and my brothers and | mest with &ur dad in quui.‘l"r
frequenily for "brother breakfasts” in oddition to larger family gatherings.

Growing up, was Influenced by my maternal grandparents, who lived In the house - ' 8 loved Hnliuween, especially
next door, My grandmother was a skiled baker and my grandfather was a kind and - . om Iade. our cush.q‘nes
hrchworking man who loved to spend time with his grandchildren, As my father was a ] L

muusician, my brothers and | inherited his creativity and we would spend hours drowing,
painting and building forts and models - we always made up our own fun,

| lewved high school and was very involved In activities before and affer schoal, from
choir, orehestra and marching bbond o droma and spors.

I weas lucky enough fo go fo college and was fascinated by the history and culture of
Latin America, | was even able to study in Central Ameardica my Junior yaar, 1 lived with
farnilies in Costa Rica, Micaragua and Guaternala while attending olosses and doing
senice projects.

After college | joined Teach For Americo, and fought in Los Angeles. | spent the next 20
years in LA, working as a teacher, school counsslor and school leader, going back 1o
school twice for Masters degrees in counseling and school leadership,
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One of my favorite meamorias of growing up s how my dod would find creative ways
for us to have fun, We would spend hours reling rocks down a steep woodad hil
riear aur house attempling to knock down pieces of logs and bark ot the bottom, or : ) 5 Ea T — -
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My 4th year as a middle school principal, at
graduation

os my dod called it "rock bowling."

The greatest challenge in my life has been teling the truth about myself and coming
ouf as someone who is gay. Although my parents were [oving and accepiing
towards me, | womed | 'would lose their support if | feld them who | redlly was, and |
always tried 1o make my family proud of me, It took great courage to see that living
authentically was the proudest way | could live my life.

My outlook on life was maost influenced by my father, who is the most passionate
person | know, my maothar, who is the kindast and mast loving person 've ever
known, and finally my brother Cisco, who is smart, fearless, and fremendously leyal,
The greatest lessons 've learned in life are through the lives of my parents and
grandparents who have greatly saciificed for me and my brothers, As an individual
I've always been guided by a sense of gratitude for the things | have, an awarenass
that nothing can be taken for granted. | feel responsible for giving bock to my
farnily and fo my community, ond protecting and foking care of those in need.
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Our Home &
Neighborhood

We live in o quiet free-lined neighborhood filled
with young families and longtime resickents.

Our house is located across the street from a
park and playground. When designing our
home. we thought about creating spaces
where we could welcome and entartain famiby,
neighbors and friends.

During warmer months, we spand fime in our
backyard working on the garden or playing
games like badminton, Our nelghborhood
offers events ke Food Truck Fridays and
community cleanups.



Favorite Traditions

out and host a Christrmas eve dinner and a
naighbor brunch. Each year he builds a miniature
Xmos village with mountains and a foy train that
travels around the town.




Hopes for our Child

We like to think of parents as gardeners: it
is cur rele to provide an unconditionally
lowving and stimulating upbringing with
plenty of autonomy for our child 1o
explore and grow.

We're focused on instiling values around
self-owareneass, authentlcity, self-waorth,
Fiumility and respect for others, We also
balieve it is impartant for our child to leam
how fo be a contributing member of theair
community and to understand the role
they can play in combating challenges
like social and racial justice and climate
change.

We have both been fortunate to eam advanced
degreas in subjects we care about, We hopa our
child will love leaming and discovery and be able to
pursue a career aligned with their passions and
interests.

We hope to introduce our child to new places and
cultures to expand their view of the world and of
humanity. And as parents, if our top responsibility is
to ensure the health and well-being of our child, we
would pricrtize nutrition, physical activity and mental
health,
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Looking Ahead

We chose open adoption because it centers the interests and well-
being of the child and offers the opportunity to heal the trauma and
loss experienced by all involved.

Throughout our adult lives, we've enjoyed the process of finding and
forming community in new places. We look forward to welcoming our
child's birth family into ours and including them in traditions and
celebrations. We want them to feel valued and to understand that our
child's life is better with them in it, as is ours. We are prepared to make
ourselves available to the birth family and support the level of
involvement that works best for them.

We will work to creafe an authentic and supportive relationship with our
child so that they will feel comfortable talking to us about their adoption
and that it will eventually feel like a natural part of their identity. By
accepting them without conditions, we hope they'll feel safe expressing
their true self and not feel pressured to confirm to a rigid definition of
proper behavior. We want our child to look bock on their life and feel
that it was richer and fuller with the love and support of both families.

We know that we can't be everything to our child and will commit fo
finding other resources and connections to help them on their joumney.
We will strive to be the parents that our child needs - loving. patient,
dependable and non-judgmental in the moments that truly matter.
Thank you for taking the time to learn more about us.

- David & John
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