
Paul & Josh





How it all started...
Once upon a time there was a prince who lost his way 

in the great big forest. Captured by a wicked monster, 

the prince has been locked away at the top of this very 

tower. Do you have what it takes to rescue the super cute 

prince?!?!??

To propose to Josh, Paul filled our house with puzzles, locked doors, and hidden keys . 

Josh returned home to find a sign on the door reading Anniversary Quest and a Ready 

Player 1 note at the bottom of the stairs. A sign informed him:

He totally did. 

After reaching the top and being told that the Prince had gone looking for him as well, 

Josh returned to the bottom of the stairs to find a Ready Player 2 note and Paul on 

bended knee. During our honeymoon it rained so 
hard that they cancelled our luau 
mid-performance. We still had fun!

Park time with the nephew and pupper.

Josh showing a deer who’s in charge. 
The deer is.



Josh
Josh grew up in a very tiny town in Eastern Washington. 

His  mom, Janet, raised him and his two older sisters 

after his parents divorced and father moved away. Janet 

fought hard to ensure that her children grew up open 

minded, happy, and healthy. She worked and support-

ed the family while also making sure that they had the 

opportunity to go on road trips, explore the world, and 

achieve their goals. Being raised in a single parent home 

by his powerful mom, developed Josh’s confidence, per-

severance, and fierce spirit. 

Josh is a teacher in more than just profession. Ever since 

he was young, he always liked to inspire and teach. As a 

kid, it was catching random animals to bring home and 

show his horrified mother. In high school, it was teaching 

his friends about social justice and feminism. In college, 

it was about encouraging political activism. And now 

he works tirelessly to inspire high school students to be 

themselves and think critically through science.

He played trombone for 8 years. Jazz, pep, and concert band. Total bank geek. Lip syncing at our wedding. He doesn’t 
shy away from attention.

His students know he’s a nerd also. He 
dresses up every chance he gets.

Josh and his two older sisters fit the birth order stereo-

types almost perfectly. Sarah (the oldest) is driven and 

independent. She has two Master’s degrees, is always 

right (or she thinks she is), and doesn’t need support from 

anyone else. She is also competitive claiming to be the 

“best aunt ever.”

Kate (the middle) is crafty and caring. She goes all out 

for her son Arturo on his birthday’s by making everything. 

She and her husband Roberto are also nerdy and have 

a house filled with video game stuff. Josh is the young-

est. He is goofy and doesn’t mind being the center of 

attention. When the three of them are together, they are 

loving and energetic, but can also argue like they’re kids 

again.



Josh thinks the world is full of questions and intrigue. 

There is so much to learn and explore and the only 

way to do that is to ask questions and pursue answers. 

Whether it is questions about privilege, oppression, 

biology, or chemistry, Josh likes to work toward answers. 

Josh also believes that the best way to explore these is 

through community. He believes that collaboration and 

community only make us better.

• He really tries to make 

the world better.

• He works hard for his 

students even (especially) 

when it’s tough. 

• He loves science and 

social justice.

• He’s never late, never 

lies, and thinks about how 

his actions impact others.

• He’s got a great laugh.

• He’s super passionate 

but doesn’t take himself 

too seriously.

• He loves his family deep-

ly and unconditionally.

• He tries to understand 

the things I like.

• He can dance. Like, 

really.

• He doesn’t fake any-

thing - he is exactly how 

he presents himself.

• He can make friends 

with anyone.

• He’s super clever and 

hillarious.

• He’s a great listener (as 

long as Grey’s Anatomy 

isn’t on).

• His smile.

• He has a face that I beg 

him not to make, but it still 

makes me laugh.

A Few Tidbits

What Paul Loves About Josh

The face.

People matter. 
We are all stronger together.

Hogwarts House: Gryffindor (couragous and deter-
mined)

Key Values: Loyalty and Curiosity

Best/Worst Food: Can’t get enough gummy bears. Boo 
mushrooms!

Surprising Talent: Parliamentary Procedure

As a Kid: Collected minature furniture 

Favorite Pokemon: Gengar

Can’t Wait to Introduce to Our Child: Harry Potter, King-
dom Hearts, Pokemon, dressing up, creating fun events 
and games for family and friends (hosting)



Paul
Paul was born and bred in a quiet suburb in Northwest 

Ohio. He remembers telling ghost stories in giant leaf 

piles, setting up a lemoade stand with his sister during 

garage sales, and riding his bike to the local burger joint. 

His parents, Irland and Kathy, encouraged him to pursue 

his interests and to treat others with kindness. 

Paul was attracted to art from a young age, leading to a 

degree in Digital Design. While the professors themselves 

didn’t really know what the major meant, the program 

included an internship program that sent Paul to New 

York City, San Francisco, and Seattle to learn skills at real 

design studios. While working on a diabetes monitor for 

children, Paul fell in love with the idea of technology be-

ing used to help others. Paul works as a user experience 

designer, where complex technology is prepared for use 

by everyday people. He’s been fortunate to have worked 

with kind, funny, wonderful people who have become his 

closest friends (even long after moving on to other jobs). 

Family fun at Universal Studios. My family “enjoying” one of my recitals. Traveling through Iceland with a close 
friend from college.

Paul has an older brother and sister. Kara is thoughtful 

and creative and thinks that no meal is complete without 

a dessert course. A graphic designer, her attendance at 

a design college spurred Paul to look into a design career.  

Her husband, also named Paul, works as a freelance 

design/development freelancer. 

Dave is and mischevious and likes to make things up to 

test if you’re listening. A physical medicine and rehabili-

tation specialist, Dave also shares the same allergies as 

Paul and more (though Paul is pretty sure he’s making a 

few up). His wife, Molly, is a stay at home mother and was 

trained as a nurse. Because they all live in different cities, 

they treasure their time together.



Paul thinks that life is best spent making things and 

finding the little things in life that bring happiness. He 

bakes, draws, programs, writes – anything that can can 

be shared with those around him. He also believes that 

everyone is deserving of respect and tries to help others 

when he can.

• He always tries to see 

the best in people.

• He is extremely patient. 

Even when i’m being 

super annoying. 

• He’s forgiving and 

positive.

• He is creative and driv-

en. He loves to learn new 

things.

• He started playing the 

piano again and plays 

almost every evening.

• He’s charismatic and nerdy.

• He wants to give back 

to our community and 

volunteers to do so.

•He doesn’t shy away 

from deep and meaning-

ful conversations.

• He is incredibly smart.

• He is a true Hufflepuff: 

supportive, loyal, open 

minded, and really good 

at finding things (he found 

me!).

• He is talented.

• He is honest and gentle.

• He loves puzzles and 

mind challenges.

• He works tirelessly when 

he’s invested in some-

thing. He stayed up late 

into the night working on 

puzzles and making cook-

ies for my students.

A Few Tidbits

What Josh Loves About Paul

Be kind, be curious, 
and create a little joy.

Hogwarts House: Hufflepuff (kind & hungry all the time)

Key Values: Curiosity and caring

Best/Worst Food: Cookies, any kind of cookies. Super 
allergic to nuts.

Surprising Talent: Public speaking

As a Kid: Got into trouble performing “experiments,” the 
kinds involving furniture and a hand saw

Favorite Pokemon: Abra (it sleeps all day and runs away 
at the first sign of drama)

Can’t Wait to Introduce to Our Child: Making food, draw-
ing, and playing music



Our Families We both grew up in fairly rural/suburban towns with extremely loving families. We’ve 
learned a lot about what it means to be a part of a supportive community full of love. 
Both our families show love, communicate, and support each other in very different 
ways. This has helped us to see that how we show love can vary and there is no correct 
way to be a loving household. We hope to take the best parts of our families and incor-
porate them into our new family.



Josh’s family may seem intimidating at first: loud, competitive, and sassy, there are some 
big personalities in the group. But underneath is a fierce loyalty and deep love for one 
other. They fight for what they believe in and stand up for those around them. 

Though Josh grew up in a divided home, it taught him a lot about love and community. 

He wants to make sure his child learns these same lessons without the pain of a separated 

household.



Paul’s family can host 19 relatives under one roof for an entire week without a single 
problem. Everyone has a blast as the kids run around and the adults take a breather –
holidays with Paul’s family consist of jigsaw puzzles, family hikes, and a constant stream 
of food. They often start talking about the  next meal while they are still eating. 

While not nearly as vocal as Josh’s family, Paul’s family is built on a foundation of love 
and respect for one another. Though the majority of his family still lives in the midwest, 
they still visit several times a year.



We look at our brothers, sisters, and their spouses as role models for how we want to 
raise our children. Their patience, guidance, love, and determination for their children is 
endless, and we hope to provide our children with the same feeling of home.

Two different families,
one strong love.



Paul’s family taking advantage of a nicely decorated archway after a family dinner.

Family Memories

Theme parks like The Wizarding World of Harry Potter and Disney Land!

Sarah forcing us to take pictures even when the temperature is near -20º

Family road trips: unshowered for days 
on end

Jammin’ on violins with Toshi

Road trip to yellowstone

Grabbing breakfast during a trip to Japan with Paul’s family.

Toshi checking out Josh’s ring



Mams lending Arturo a hand.

A hot spring footbath in Japan.

Josh and all his cousins

Celebrating R2’s birthday. A selfie in Florence, Italy.

Our guests at our wedding were so enthralled by the puzzles we had to remind them 
to eat their salads

Paul’s Odyssey of the Mind team, 
a problem solving competition.



Our Community
We feel fortunate to be surrounded by good people: friends, teachers, coworkers, and 

social advocates. From all races, religions, ethnicities, and identities, the people in our 

community all share a common desire to have fun and take care of one another. 

We are each close with the people we work with; we’ve meet our closest friends at the 

office or in school. Weekend nights are spent cooking up food, playing games, and chat-

ting the night away.

We are also board members of the Japanese American Citizens League, a social rights 

nonprofit that advocates on behalf of Asian Americans and all marginalized people, 

including our Muslim and LGBTQ communities. Paul joined to give back to his community 

and we’ve both discovered a caring, passionate group of people that truly want to make 

the world a bit better for us all.

Every holiday, birthday, or special occasion is celebrated with a big group of people. We 

surround ourselves with people who are open minded, selfless, and fun.



Our dog, Mr. Peppers, was named after a dog balloon we took to a party as a joke 

because everyone else was bringing their dogs. When we actually got one ourselves, we 

couldn’t think of a more fitting name. He also goes by Peeps, MP, Agrippa Peppers, and 

No Don’t You Eat That.

He’s a Toy Poodle / Cavalier King Charles Spaniel mix with the face of an angel and the 

fur of a stuffed animal. Which is why, when he doesn’t eat his kibble, we buy several 

bags of it (each a different flavor) and some canned food so that we can swap it out to 

keep him interested in eating. Dogs need to eat to live, so we don’t understand why this 

should be necessary. We had always thought that the type of pet owners that spoiled 

their pets were a little ridiculous...but here we are.

Mr. Peppers

He thinks paper bags are 
absolute monsters.

The first Mr. Peppers was much better 
behaved.

We know he needs a haircut when he 
looks grumpy all the time.

This is his hotdog costume. If it were 
socially acceptable, we would never 
take it off.



The Nieces & Nephews
We love our nieces and nephews! They’ve brought so much joy into our lives, from tiny 

hands gripping our fingers to creating a bubble pile at our wedding, these kiddos are 

always showing us how unexpected and delightful life can be.

They are super excited to welcome another cousin into their group, though they are 

worried they might have the same favorite pokemon as the new kid. This is a real con-

cern for them.

When asked about our wedding, the 
kids only remember the bubble guns...

Toshiko: Toshi is the oldest of the kids 
with a big heart and genuine smile. She 
leads the others in treasure hunts and 
battles against Bad Guys.

Favorite Pokemon: Eevee

Gus: Gus loves science, animals, danc-
ing, and nerf guns. He’s the one that’s 
most likely to be crossing his fingers as 
he promises to behave.

Favorite Pokemon: Oshawott

Penny: She loves glitter, dressing up, 
gymnastics, and rough housing. She 
can be seen performing cartwheels all 
throughout the house.

Favorite Pokemon: Pikachu

Martha (Marf): Martha is all about 
books, things that are purple, and pen-
guins. If a purple penguin is around, 
Marf is definitely hugging it. 

Favorite Pokemon: Piplup

Luis Arturo (R2): Arturo loves dino-
saurs, trucks, and dancing. He is learn-
ing both English and Spanish at home 
and likes to jump.

Favorite Pokemon: To be determined!



Traditions
Each of our families comes with their own traditions:

Christmas with Josh’s family means giant adult stocking full of candies, chocolates, little 

gifts, and a mandarin orange in the toe. Last year we all wore animal-themed onsies for 

the entire day. For the rest of the time we head out to the movies, take walks with R2, 

and try out new board games.

Chirstmas with Paul’s family means jigsaw puzzles, crosswords, and nonstop food. We’ve 

also started a tradition of “tastings”, though I Can’t Believe It’s Not Butter (the joke en-

try) won the butter tasting hands down, which says something about how classy we are.

For birthdays we do something that suits each of us. Josh hosts a Jeopardy game with 

friends in which all the questions are about him and Paul prefers a little potluck dinner 

and a quiet evening playing board games.  

On our anniversary, we don’t do the traditional celebration, opting to grab a nice dinner 

and going to an escape room instead.

It is an unspoken rule between us that if we see a cutout board we are forced to make 
faces and take pictures.

The annual Mochitsuki (top), where the family spends a morning making mochi to-
gether After Mochitsuki comes Oshogatsu (bottom), a giant New Years feast.

Paul’s t-shirt design for a group of 
friends that meets once a year to 
spend a week in a cabin full of board 
games, dogs, and nonstop laughter 
(usually at the dogs).

This is all for the nieces and nephews...Onesie Christmas!

Paul’s family celebrates just a few Japanese traditions:

• Making mochi (pounded rice cakes) after Christmas.

• Celebrating Oshogatsu, a traditional New Year’s feast.

• Dancing at Obon, a street festival full of lantern light, 

drums, and food.

• Misusing Japanese words at Japanese restaurants.



Our
Neighborhood
We live in a beautiful Seattle neighborhood. Near our 

home we have multiple playgrounds, fields where we can 

run with Mr. Peppers or play games with our future child, 

parks along the water, as well as a community center and 

elementary school across the street.

We love going on family walks while enjoying the beauti-

ful view of puget sound. 

A quiet area full of friendly neighbors



Big Ol’ Nerds
Our nerdiness is an outlet for self expression and a way to bond with family and friends. 

We’ve found a steadfast community by accepting and sharing what makes us different. 

Whether it’s solving puzzles, playing games, or dressing up for comic conventions, being 

nerds has  strengthened our marriage and our friendships.

Nothing like a good puzzle! 
...except seventeen cakes.

Our love of puzzles extends beyond participating in escape rooms. For our wedding we 

created a series of puzzles and treasure hunts for our guests; once they solved them, 

they chose from 17 different cakes. We’ve also volunteered our time to create an es-

cape room fundraiser for Josh’s high school. Over 100 students participated and loved 

the challenge. We look forward to creating puzzles for our future child’s birthday parties.

We are all about escape rooms. Getting locked into a small space with a bunch of 

people might sound like a horrible way to spend an hour, but we love the thrill of working 

together to puzzle our way out. For our honeymoon, the two of us did a room alone and 

broke the record by ten minutes!



Visions for
Open Adoption
Our dream for the open adoption is that our child feels 

loved by all their parents. This is an exciting and new ad-

venture that we will all get to explore together. We want 

the biological family to feel welcome and included in our 

child’s life. We want them with us to celebrate holidays 

and birthdays and we want them to be with us on our 

family adventures.

Open adoption is a way for our child to know their whole 

story. They get to know where they came from and know 

who has had an impact on their life. All children have the 

right to know their story, and we want to encourage our 

child’s curiosity and questions. 



Hopes for 
Our Child

We are ready to be loving parents. We have a large com-

munity around us to lend a hand and advice. We know 

that this child will grow up happy. One thing we aren’t 

sure of yet, is who will be dad and who will be papa.

Our child will grow up in an open minded, spirited, and 

loving home. 

Our parents were open minded and encouraging. They 

allowed us to make mistakes, explore our unique in-

terests, and pursue careers we are passionate about. 

Our children will be raised with this same respect and 

freedom. We want our child to feel empowered to pursue 

their interests and to discover their own path though life 

with as much love and support as we can give. As long as 

they are happy and safe, we will be happy.

We will parent equally. We won’t play good cop bad cop, 

we won’t play Rock Paper Scissors for tasks we don’t 

want to do, and we will be equal and fair in parenting. 

Our child will know that we are a team and we are put-

ting their safety and happiness above all else. We want 

thier biological family as a part of this team. 



Thanks for reading!




