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Our true north is the 

well-being of the child.

-Lori Holden    

Adrian, open adoptee.



Nathan is a believer. He 
believes in himself, his 
birth and adoptive parents 
and in open adoption. 

Nathan, a 16-year-old 
OA&FS open adoptee, 
came to me with a 
question: can I give 
back to the agency by 
volunteering? As a student 
at the Oregon Episcopal 
School (OES), he was asked 
to complete a community 
service project. For 
Nathan, coming back to 

the origins of his story, Open Adoption & Family Services, 
was the perfect place to start.

Giving back to the community isn’t a new concept to 
Nathan. As a diversity 
team leader 
at his school, 
he’s spoken at 
two national 
diversity 
conferences on 
his experience 
as a biracial teen 
who was raised 
in a transracial 
open adoption. 
At the Student 
Diversity 
Leadership 
Conference he 
formed his own 
affinity group 
of teens who 
were not only 
racially diverse, 
but were also 
adopted. 
Out of the 
19 that joined the group, all of the teens were adopted 
internationally, except Nathan. He’s learned that he has a 
unique experience and a desire to have his voice heard. Here 
is my interview with him.

S. Tell me about your open adoption.

N. Adoption has always been just a natural part of my life. 
Nothing has been kept from me. My parents have a close 
relationship with my birthparents. My birthmom is an 
attorney now in Eugene and we have a good relationship. 

When I was eight years old I wanted to learn more about 
my African American heritage and I was able to meet my 
birthfather, Alphonso. He lives in Australia now and we 
Skype a lot.

S. Were you aware of the relationship building between your 
birth and adoptive parents that went on behind the scenes to 
make things seamless for you?

N. Not at all. I’m aware of it now though. They each must 
have had their own fears and insecurities. But they’ve all 
been so up front with me about how important I am to them. 
It’s turned out really well for all of us.

S. How has your identity as a biracial person developed?

N. I knew I looked different from my parents when I was 
about six. By the time I was 11 I identified as African 
American. When I read about African American history, 
I can empathize with it. When I hear about the Trayvon 
Martin case, I know racial injustices are still happening in 

the world today.

S. Have you 
experienced 
discrimination?

N. I’ve heard off-
handed comments 
like, “it’s good 
that you’re the 
other kind of black 
(safe as opposed 
to dangerous)”. 
Or sometimes 
when I’m with 
my parents I’m 
mistaken for a 
friend of the family 
or an immigrant, 
instead of 
their son. 

S. How has that 
impacted you?

N. Well it’s strange 
because I’m not white, but I’m not black either. I suppose I 
could feel like an outcast, but instead I see myself as included 
by both. I hope someday I can be the bridge between them.

S. What have you learned from your open adoption 
experience?

N. It’s shown me that there’s many ways of going about 
things. It’s made me more open and given me a bigger world 
view. If I can have two families, there can be magic in the 
world.
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... continued on page 2

“If I can have two families,
there can be magic in the world.”

Shari Levine

Nathan with parents Sara and Mark.
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As a part of his internship at the agency, Nathan will be 
speaking at our seminar to prospective adoptive parents; 
presenting on transracial adoption at our Waiting Family 
group; creating a support group for OA&FS teen open 
adoptees; and becoming an open adoptee teen mentor. 
Nathan has a dynamic and fascinating future ahead of him. 
We are so pleased that his open adoption experience has 
been ripe with opportunities to integrate the two halves of 
his identity. This has clearly enabled him to approach that 
future with the confidence that comes from knowing you 
are fully supported and deeply loved, by all of the important 
people in your life.  

The year in review:
focus on Internet and 

national presence. 
As the Donaldson Institute Report “Untangling the Web” states, 
the Internet has influenced every aspect of adoption. “… Effects of 
this very new technology on a very old social institution indicates 
that they are systemic, profound, complex and permanent.” The 
online depiction of adoption is unregulated and riddled with 
unsound practices that portray the children of adoption as a 
commodity. On many sites, little more than lip service is paid to 
all-options pregnancy counseling, the need for long-term support 
and successful relationship building. Says Donaldson Executive 
Director Adam Pertman, “the Internet has become the wild, wild 
west of adoption.” 
Despite this cacophony, we remain steadfastly dedicated to 
providing high-integrity counseling and adoption planning 
services in an atmosphere of dignity, respect and transparency.

Effectively communicating Open Adoption & Family Services’ 
mission and benefits in this evolving environment requires 
maintaining focus on our audiences’ needs, anticipating trends, 
remaining nimble and constantly evaluating results. Significant 
resources were allocated to the following efforts in 2012-13.

Reaching Expectant Parents.
•	 Expansion Outside of Northwest. An important initiative 

for the agency is expanding our services to expectant 
parents who cannot access this unique type of program 
where they live. We’ve extended our reach to connect 
with those who are drawn to the OA&FS mission and 
open adoption. Then they have the understanding that 
this option – and its inherent benefits for all parties – 
is available to them if they’re considering placement. 

•	 National Campaign. Google Adwords and Facebook 
promoted posts ran in all 50 states to increase awareness 
of OA&FS among women ages 16-30. Expectant parents 
primarily find OA&FS via our website. We can easily 
review facts about those who contact us using our 
customer relations management software, such as what 

level of services they’re using, what state they 
live in and the way they found OA&FS. 

Family Books.  Each prospective adoptive 
family now creates a “Family Book” – 
soft cover photo books. The pregnant 
women and couples in options counseling 
appreciate learning about OA&FS families 
in such a dynamic format.  The families 
devoted much time and energy to these 
books – they do an amazing job of 
representing each family’s uniqueness. 
Electronic versions are also linked to their 
website pages. 

... continued from page 1

Birthfather Alphonso.

Birthmother Becky.

This family’s hospitiousness 
began before Nathan’s birth. 
A book created by Mom 
Sara introduces the adults 
who love him.

Exective Director

... continued on page 3
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Legislation.
•	 Oregon Open Records Law. The bill to expand openness 

and transparency in adoption – Oregon’s SB 623 – 
became law and will be in effect beginning Jan. 1, 2014. 
This allows adoptees ages 18 and older to access their 
adoption court file upon request. Birthparents will 
also be able to access these files, through a court order. 
OA&FS staffers Shari Levine and Sunny Moore along 
with board member Michele Greco served on the Oregon 
Law Commission work group that developed 

        this legislation.
•	 Same Sex Marriage.  Washington legalized 

gay marriage in February, riding the wave 
of increasing LGBTQ acceptance cresting 
throughout the country. This state joins 
13 others who currently have legal same 
sex marriage. 

Website Redesign.
•	 New Site Launch. Our website now 

has a new look and easy-to-use 
navigation that especially appeals 
to young expectant parents, while 
retaining elements that work for 
adoptive parents. It was designed to create a 
feeling of warmth, accurately reflect the OA&FS brand, 
and be mobile-friendly. The new site has been extremely 
well received by all audiences. We carefully monitor 
site activity using Google Analytics. Additionally, all 
adoptive parent forms are now accessible online via 
passcode-protected pages.

Online Marketing
•	 Search Engine Optimization. We continue to tap into 

the expertise of an SEM/SEO consultant who guides 
the Marketing Director. This partnership is critical in 
keeping OA&FS relevant since so much changes so fast 
in the online world.  An important component is making 
sure our website content is easily found by search engines 
such as Google and Yahoo. When users search with 
phrases such as “what is open adoption”, “open adoption” 
and “adoption websites”, OA&FS consistently appears in 
the first results page. 

•	 Google Adwords. These text ads that display alongside 
search results have been very successful in guiding 
people who can benefit from our services to our website. 
Over the past year and a half we’ve continued to refine 
this campaign. Now it provides a significant contribution 
to our website traffic. Retooling the website was an 
important step to enhance Adwords performance. 

•	 YouTube. An ad campaign was started on YouTube that 
feature OA&FS videos. These ads have greatly increased 
our video views.

Social Media.
•	 Facebook Page. We post on Facebook three to five times 

each week, contributing to the cultural conversation with 
news, insights, stories and agency services pertaining to 
adoption, parenting, abortion and reproductive justice. 
At year’s end OA&FS reached nearly 8,000 Facebook page 
likes – a boost of 56% from the beginning of the fiscal 
year. Comments, shares and “likes” on our Facebook 
page are continuing to increase, showing that OA&FS’ 
messages are reaching an ever-widening audience.

•	 Facebook Promoted Posts. Our paid advertising on 
Facebook effectively brings traffic to our website. We 

feature waiting families in these posts, as well 
as individual pages in our website such as 
“Services for Birthparents Nationwide” and 

“15 Reasons to Choose OA&FS”.

Hospitious Adoption.
Gritter Book. We’ve now integrated Jim Gritter’s 
philosophy of Hospitious Adoption into every 

aspect of our program. Portions of this book 
are included in readings for prospective adoptive 
parents, and excerpts are shared each month in 

the Bulletin enewsletter. His work is also referenced 
in several sections of the website, solidifying our 
commitment to this humane and heartfelt approach to 

developing successful open adoption relationships.

Print Media.
•	 Yellow Pages Advertising. Because of the more effective 

options afforded by online advertising, these ads were 
reduced to listings only, and will be phased out entirely.

Outreach Efforts.
•	 Direct Mail/Email.  Outreach mailing was sent to 

2,400 service providers.  Organizations were divided 
into levels based on type of outreach, and each level 
received customized packages. An email was deployed 
in conjunction with the mailing to 386 recipients. This 
achieved a 21% click thru rate.

•	 Collateral Materials. A “take one” card was created for 
service providers to hand out to expectant parents. This 
combines OA&FS pregnancy counseling information 
in a pocket-friendly format. All fliers and many of 
the brochures are now updated to reflect evolving 
language and use design like the website. These are 
distributed through community outreach presentations 
to professionals working with pregnant or parenting 
women/couples, and shared by request and via 
vendor tables at conferences related to pregnancy and 
reproductive health throughout the Northwest. 

The year in review, cont.

... continued from page 2



Page 6

Service statistics: 
the numbers behind the mission.

July 2010 through June 2013

Open Adoption & Family Services (OA&FS) is a pro-choice nonprofit adoption agency. We provide free, all-options pregnancy 
counseling for pregnant women and couples in Oregon and Washington. We plan open adoptions at no cost to birthparents. We 
offer lifelong counseling for our clients. We’ve completed more than 1,350 open adoptions since we were founded in 1985.

Placements
•	 Average number of placements per year: 47.
•	 25% of placements were with gay or lesbian families; 5% 

were with single parents.
•	 20% of placements were “last minute”- when adoption 

planning begins at birth. 
•	 Adoptive parents waited an average of 13 months 

between entering the waiting families pool 
and placement.

Children Placed
•	 88% of children placed were newborns; 12% were under 

six months.
•	 Most of the children had little to no prenatal exposure to 

drugs or alcohol. 40% had no exposure; 20% had mild; 
18% had moderate; and 22% had severe exposure.

•	 Of the children placed, 60% were full Caucasian; 
20% had Hispanic heritage; 5% had Asian heritage; 
5% had African American heritage; 10% were of 
other ethnicities.

Expectant Parents
•	 In fiscal year 2012-13, 358 expectant parents contacted 

us to inquire about our services. 

Birthparents
•	 Birthparents received an average of nine weeks of 

counseling prior to placement.
•	 74% of placements had pregnancy-related expenses at 

an average of $1000. 
•	 Open Adoption Agreements had an average of three 

visits per year. 
•	 birthfathers signed consents to adoption in 68% 

of placements.
•	 The average of birthmothers was 24 years old, 28 for 

consenting birthfathers and 39 for adoptive parents.

In FY 2012-13 OA&FS staff has ...
•	 Hosted events attended by 664 members of the open 

adoption community including a birthmothers’ retreat 
and our first birthfathers’ gathering.

•	 Delivered 70 presentations about open adoption to 937 
service providers and 380 students, (high school and 
college).

•	 Fulfilled 428 organization requests for marketing 
materials. We also mailed materials to 2,400 services 
providers during our spring outreach campaign.    

Heather Allmain 
Adoptive Parent and 
Communications Svcs. Mgr.; 
Clark Public Utilities

President Roy Abramowitz 
CPA; Perkins & Company

Vice President Erik Bergman 
Adoptive Parent and Editing 
Manager; Waggener Edstrom 
Worldwide

Melissa Busch 
Birthmother, Parent and Nurse

Karen Enns 
Health Policy and Program Analyst; 
The Next Door/GOBHI 

Secretary Michele Greco 
Adoptive Parent, Personal Coach 
and Consultant 

Andrea Hardy 
Birthmother, Parent and 
Pediatric Nurse

Shari Levine 
Adoptive Parent; OA&FS 
Executive Director

Mark Spaur 
Adoptive Parent and  Senior Engineer; 
Kennedy Jenks

David Tilchin 
OA&FS Adoptee and 
Computer Programmer

Alex Trotter 
DHS Child Welfare Manager

Board of Directors, 2012-2013
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Thank you to the following individuals and 
organizations who contributed their time, talents and 
expertise to support the agency’s mission last year.

Roy & Kay Abramowitz
Lisa Adriance
Kevin Aldrich
Heather Allmain
Joe, Natalie & Jane  

Andersen
Eric  Bergman
Katelyn Berry
Lindsey Bertram
Brenda Bonk
Melissa Busch 
Alix  Camarda & 

Mitch Walston
Jeff Chochon & Marjie Peek
Sara Cole
Jen Coleman
Lauri & Paul Daley
Shelley Dalmau
Carrie DeBell
John Donahue
Karen Enns
Samantha Gamboa
Garret Garfield 
Michele Greco
AliceGray Gregory
Jaclyn Hardenbrook
Andrea Hardy
Jennifer Hauseman & 

Therese Littleton
Dave Heater & Bill Soderberg
Kim & Matt Heavener
Kim & Scott Henderson
Rex  Hoffman
Marcy Holsinger & 

Elisa Saphier 
Brady Howe

Todd Jollo
John Lamont & Jamie Wilson
Karen Luks & Scott Rosenfield
Colin & Deanna Madden
Andy & Brian Magee
John Marr
Elizabeth Merchant
Carol Merwin
Tiffany Mills
Liz Morelli
Amy Myer
Christa Richardson
Steve Nevett & Drew Riley 
Deb & Corey Omey
Jenny & Sam Perry
Victoria Petkau
Hilary Prager & Chris Roddy
Amy Prestia
Susan Ratzlaff
Nicole Rees
Kelly Shafer-Levi
Melissa Smith-Hohnstein
Mary-Pat Soukup & 

Terri Stone
Mark Spaur
Julie & Steve Stegeman
Toni Tabora-Roberts
David Tilchin
Rebecca Traffanstedt
Alex Trotter
Marek & Tyler Swift
Traia Wensel
Christie Van Winkle
Mitch Walston
Lauren Williams   

Chris Chandler and Adam Baker have two active and 
engaged sons whom they adopted through OA&FS. Levi, 13, is 
passionate about his cat Totoro, martial arts and is now trying 
basketball. Oliver, 10, is great at anything involving flipping 
and flying (and terrifying his parents) including gymnastics 
and Parkour, (a type of urban obstacle course sport). 

The family’s life in Colorado is filled with outdoor activities. 
Adam runs dog Queso, and has a love for wheels – road 
cycling and motorcycling are faves. When taking a break 
from her reading and writing, Chris enjoys walking, cycling 
and swimming.

“We found the process with OAFS to be so 
thoughtful and respectful that we want to continue 

to support the agency and their work.” 

Chris and Adam’s relationship with OA&FS began in 2009 
after attending an adoption information meeting. “We quickly 
ruled out any other agencies, knowing we wanted to work 
with OA&FS.” 

Ever since Chris and Adam adopted through OA&FS, the 
agency has always been on the top of their list for financial 
donations. Not only do they donate each year, they also ask 
that their families, in lieu of holiday gifts, donate to the agency.  
“OAFS brought us the people who are some of the most 
important in our lives -- our children. Through adoption, we 
learned that your children come to you in ways that you don’t 
always expect, but they do come.”  

Why do you give 
to OA&FS?

Love our volunteers!

Thanks to all the OA&FS community members who 
donated their photographs in this year’s annual report, 

the agency website and other publications. If you 
would like to volunteer or donate photographs, please 

contact us at info@openadopt.org.
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Gifts of $1,000 +

Adam Baker & 
Chris Chandler

Mr. & Mrs. Henry T.  
Meador Fund Fidelity 
Charitable Grant  

Meagan O’Leary & 
Shannon Sedlacek

Microsoft Matching Program

Gifts of $500-$999

Roy & Kay Abramowitz
Anonymous 
Erik Bergman & Susan 

Crabree, in memory of 
Dor Bergman 

Ben  Crandall & Matt Dorbin
Kennedy/Jenks Consultants, 

Inc. Matching Program
Mark & Diane Spaur

Gifts of $300-$499

Anonymous 
Steven & Laura Cross
Karen Enns & Mark Flaming
Allan & MiChelle Moore
Kate Sturm
Diane Tosh & Jan Vlcek
Chris & Priscilla Williams

Gifts of $200-$299

Anonymous
Kees & Louise De Kluyver
Mary & Todd Friedmar
Stasa Fritz & Suzanne 

Haberland
Merrie & Seth McGaw 
Sunny & Patrick Moore
Jeri Krier & Wally Roghair

Gifts of $100-$199 

Christopher Anders & 
Aaron Schuham

Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Jane Ault & Bob Trexler
Noelle & Jonathan Beegle
Henry Bergman, in memory 

of Dor Bergman
Mary & Hoyt Bonar
Carol Casciato
Janice Chappell & Michael 

Demanche
Cindy Dahl & Charles 

Thierheimer
R.L. & Zyla Dean
David Dempster & 

David Gullino
Diane Dickoff
John Etter
Shawn Farrell
Sarah Felstiner & 

Scobie Puchtler 
Brandi & Aaron Frye
Margaret Fuller
Richard  Hausken & 

Ruth Warbington

Jean Hicks & Ross Whitehead
Irie  Hoffman
Jan  Jamieson
Timothy Kalberg
Mary Jane Karp
Devin Keudell
Lisa & Doug Klink
Linda Kostur
Shari Levine
Angie & Nick Lunde
Lindsey  Martin
Joel  Miller
Elizabeth & Roger Nielsen
Kristina M. Radov
Michael & Wendy Russo
Patrick Sexton
Sally  Shuey
Katie & Brandon Stallman 
Sandra & Jim Stallman
David Tilchin
Alex  Trotter
Scott David Wilson, in honor 

of Cynthia Smith 

Gifts Up to $99

Heather & Scott Allmain
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Robin & Ben Baker
Jennifer Blakley
Barbara Brockman
Lisa Buchheit-Ekdahl
Benjamin & Wright 

Burnette-Smith
Mary Ellen Bushnell
Andrea Castillo

Lee Catalano
From Andrea Corradini 

in honor of Lori 
Harris’ birthday

Jeff Crouse & Jason Plowman
Arthur Donnelly
Marilyn & Larry Flick
John Flinn  & William 

Hollands
Sara Giesler; in memory 

of Dor Bergman
Cindy & Steve Gilbert
Heather Goldy
Michele Greco 
Paul & Allison Heimowitz
Mike Hoffman & Suzanne 

Pickgrobe
Randi Johnson
Simon & Susan Kenyon, in 

memory of Dor Bergman
Lenore & Don Kipp
Lisa & Brian Koblenz
Cindy Lee
Lori Maas
Debora & Stephen Myer
Mary Packer
Hope & Steven Ruprecht
Jennifer Samer 
Manvel & Verna Schauffler
Kellor & Scott Smith
Ann & Kenneth Spaur
Sara M. & Will Taylor Neill, in 

memory of Dor Bergman
Steve & Judy Tidrick
Thomas Valvano
Maria Villegas
Suzie Williams
Katie Woodward  

Thanks for your generous support of 
Open Adoption & Family Services!

OA&FS is a charitable organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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